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Back to the Basics
Christian Thankfulness

Selected Scriptures 
1. The ABSENCE of Thankfulness Characterizes Unbelievers  

During the time of the exodus, Israel repeatedly grew impatient with God and act-
ed in an ungrateful manner (Num 11:5-6; cf. Num 16:41; 1 Cor 10:10). One ob-
servable difference between the saved and lost is the presence (or absence) of 
thankfulness (Luke 17:11ff).  Ungrateful unbelievers can either avoid any affiliation 
with God (Rom 1:21) or hold on to a form of godliness  (2 Tim 3:2-5). 

2. The PRESENCE of Thankfulness Characterizes Christian Behavior 
Christians are those who have been transferred from death into life (Eph 2:4-5; 
Col 1:13-14); this is more than enough reason to be continually and eternally 
thankful. Thankfulness, among other things, is to be a governing attribute for the 
way in which Christians conduct themselves (Col 2:6-7; 3:15-17; 1 Thes 5:18).   

3. The MODEL of Thankfulness is Jesus Christ  
Jesus taught that God provides what His children need (Matt 6:25ff) and modeled 
thankfulness for His everyday blessings (Matt 15:36; 26:27; et al). Jesus had a 
particular ministry that He was going to accomplish (Mark 10:33-34), but He even 
expressed thankfulness to the Father as it was being accomplished (John 11:41).  

4. The VALUE Between Thankfulness and Contentment 
Thankfulness is elusive where there is no contentment (Prov 30:15-16). The 
Christian is to trust God to provide for what we need (Matt 6:25ff; cf. Luke 
12:11-12) and be content with what He does provide (1 Tim 6:8; Phil 4:11-13). 

5. The VALUE of Thankfulness in the War Against Sin  
The tongue is a small, restless evil which is full of deadly poison (James 3:5ff).  
And while it may not need much in order to provoke wickedness to come forth, 
intentionally seeking to offer thanks to God is a way to deny the tongue an oppor-
tunity for evil (Eph 5:4; cf. Eph 4:29). 

6. An EXCESS of Thankfulness is Impossible  
Christians are instructed to be continuously thankful (1 Thes 5:18) even when 
circumstances may more naturally lead to anxiety (Phil 4:6).  God has filled the 
world and our lives with things to encourage our thankfulness to Him (Ps 136).  


