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The Gospel of Luke 
Agnostic Opposition to Jesus Christ 

Luke 11:29-36 
 
1. The Agnostic Opposed to Jesus Christ (vs.16, 29a) 

The wickedness of Jesus’ generation was further revealed by its demand for a de-
finitive sign verifying that He is from God. Jesus’ public ministry was famous for 
the proliferation of signs and wonders. This was not the request of willing believ-
ers humbly seeking confirmation from God (cf. Judg 6:36-40; 2 Ki 20:8-11), it was 
a cynical request testing to see if Jesus would do more miracles.  

2. The Agnostic Promised a Sign (vs.29b-30) 
Jesus would continue to heal the sick, cast out demons and cleanse lepers, and 
He would even grant their request by giving the sign of Jonah (cf. Matt 12:40).  

3. The Agnostic Judged by the Gentiles  
Jesus’ condemnation of His audience is clear; they have so much and have re-
sponded so wickedly whereas others with far less responded rightly.   
A. The Judgment by the Queen of the South  (v.31) 

A gentile woman traveled long distances at great expense to hear Solomon’s 
amazing wisdom (1 Kings 10:1ff) while Jesus traveled extensively to bring His 
message to the people of Israel. Christ’s words confirm that though her quest 
began with an awe of human wisdom but ended with saving faith in God (2 
Chron 9:8). 

B. The Judgment by the Men of Nineveh (v.32) 
The men of Nineveh repented when an unwilling and rebellious prophet pro-
claimed the coming judgment (Jonah 3:1ff). The Ninevites responded to plain 
preaching when Jesus’ own preaching of repentance was accented by mira-
cles and anticipated by the Scriptures.  

4. The Agnostic Judged by Jesus  
A. The Illustration of a Lighted Lamp (v.33) 

Jesus often used this illustration (cf. Luke 8:16). The purpose of a lamp on a 
lampstand was not to so that people could see the lamp, but by the light of the 
lamp they could see all things.   

B. The Eye as the Lamp of the Body (vs.34-36) 
Jesus warns of the danger of not correctly perceiving His message (cf. v.28); if 
you continually obscure the light that is given, you will be filled with darkness 
and unable to see the light.  


